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House Bill 14-1210:  Public lands in Colorado make for complicated management of many matters. Ownership by various state entities adds to the complexity as revealed by the following statistics:
· More than 99 percent of forest land in Colorado is owned by the federal government, tribes, local governments and private parties;
· The Division of Parks and Wildlife owns approximately 440,000 acres in 53 Colorado counties, mostly forest, range or wildland; and
· The State Land Board in the Department of Natural Resources owns significant amounts of forest, range and wildland, including that forests exempt from provisions of HB 1210.
   Current law provides:
· The director of the Division of Fire Prevention and Control (DFPC) and each county sheriff enters into an agreement concerning the coordination of fire suppression activities in the event of a wildfire that exceeds local capability to control.
· The DFPC also determines when the state is financially responsible for managing wildfire and enters into reimbursement agreements with counties that contribute to the state's Emergency Fire Fund; and
· Standard procedures is that DFPC and each county, as well as other affected agencies (federal land management agencies) agree to an annual operating plan that describes mutual aid, firefighting resources and specific roles for state and local officials.
   HB 1210 requires “state agencies that own forest land, rangeland or wildland area to enter into agreements with counties in which land is located,” by January 1, 2017, and provides that an agreement with a county must delineate the following:
· the responsibility of each party for mitigation and management of wildland fires;
· wildland fire management objectives for the prevention, suppression and rehabilitation of wildfire on state land;
· the state agency with fiscal and operational authority for each management objective;
· the party responsible for paying wildfire suppression costs associated with state land;
· procedures to carry out the agreement, such as the use of the Division of Fire Prevention and Control (DFPC) in the Department of Public Safety for reimbursements as well as any remedial provisions; and
· parties must consult with utility providers with facilities situated on land owned by the affected state agency prior to formalizing an agreement.
   Statistics provided in the fiscal impact analysis indicate 14 wildfires have occurred on state lands over the last ten years.  Such fires are handled by local fire departments pursuant to in-place mutual aid agreements.
   HB 1210 passed 33 to 1 with excused) by the Senate on March 25th, and now goes to the Governor.
Sponsors of House Bill 14-1210:  Representative Cheri Gerou (R-Jefferson) 866-2582; and Senator Ellen R, Roberts (R-Archuleta, Dolores, LaPlata Montezuma, Montrose, Ouray, San Juan and San Miguel) 866-4884.
House Bill 14-1281:  Terminally ill patients will be eligible to participate in clinical trials or use investigational drugs, biological products or devices that are pending approval by the U. S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) if HB 1281 is enacted as introduced. Eligibility to participate is dependent on certain factors:
· patient has a terminal illness;
· patient has considered all other treatment options currently approved by the FDA;
· must receive prescription or recommendation from their physician to use an investigational product;
· manufacturer may choose to make investigational products available to eligible patients without patients receiving compensation;
· manufacturer may also require eligible patients to pay any costs associated with the manufacturing of the investigational product;
· manufacturers are not required to make investigational products available to eligible patients;
· manufacturers are authorized to charge patients for any costs associated with investigational products; and
· health insurance carriers may, but are not required to provide coverage for eligible patients seeking an investigational product.
   One significant point should be emphasized and eligible patients should be forewarned:  “The bill does not create a new cause of action against a manufacturer if a patient is harmed by its investigational product.”
   Local governments will be impacted by HB 1281 because the bill creates a new crime of blocking access for an eligible patient to investigational products – a class 1 misdemeanor which is punishable by 6 to 18 months in a county jail, a fine of $500.00 to $5,000.00, or both.
   HB 1281 was entirely redrafted in committee, passed as amended and was referred to the Committee of th Whole on March 25th, 2014.
 Lead Sponsors of House Bill 131281:  Representatives Joan Ginal (D-Larimer) 866-4569, and Janak Joshi (R-El Paso) 866-2937; and Senator George A Rivera (R-Pueblo) 866-4884.
   The reader's comments or questions are always welcome. E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
